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What is a Leadership Training Program? 
A year long, part time, Christian leadership experience. Successful applicants will have 
the opportunity to be trained in leadership skills, develop in spiritual maturity, deepen 
their love for Jesus and be strategically placed to serve in different parts of God’s church. 

Our Leadership Training Program will seek to grow leaders, giving them the learning and 
support they need. 

The Leadership Training Program Experience 
In Team 

Leaders meet weekly as a group. In these meetings the group will sharpen each other, 
learn from God’s word, undertake personal formation, interact with experienced 
Christian leaders and do some formal theological training. 

One on One 

Each Leader will have a coach they meet with regularly as well as a chance to meet one-
on-one with St. John’s staff members (St John’s staff members may also act as coaches). 
These meetings will aim to further equip and grow them in their gifting and passions. 

On the Job 

The best learning is caught, not taught. Each person will take on a significant leadership 
role in the life of our church (negotiated according to gifting and experience, includes 
new endeavors as well as established ministries) where they can apply all that they’re 
learning. 

The Three Areas of Growth 
Growth in Christian faith, character and competence. This involves diving deep into the 
word of God, focused reflection on who God is and a deep understanding of God’s grace. 

Head 

What we think. How we apply our faith to issues both big and small. To have the mind of 
Christ. 

Heart 



We don’t just want to know about God, we want to really know him. Good relationship 
with Jesus requires our hearts; our emotions, hopes and desires. 

Hands 

Leaders will have lots of opportunity to put their faith into action. Feedback on their 
ministry will be given to encourage them and develop them into the leader God wants 
them to be. 

Who is this for? 
The first requirement is that you love Jesus, have a desire to build your life on him and to 
share him with those who don’t know him. 

Secondly, you need to be 18+ years of age by June 30th the year you begin the program. 

Thirdly, ideally you have been a part of our church community for a minimum of 12 
months (or a member of your nominating church if you are an external candidate). 

Finally, the commitments of this part-time program would need to comfortably fit with 
your other responsibilities in life. For example, this program does not suit people 
working full time, Monday-Friday. It is better suited to full time workers with lots of 
flexible time, part time workers, students, retirees and those taking a “gap year”. 

Examples: 

• A tertiary student splits their time between the Leadership Training Program and 
study. 

• A stay-at-home parent splits their time between the Leadership Training Program 
and parenting. 

• A worker works 1-4 days per week whilst participating in the Leadership Training 
Program on their day off. 

• A retiree splits their time between the Leadership Training Program and other 
responsibilities. 

What are the Commitments? 
Dates: Feb 1st - Dec 25th (including four weeks of no scheduled program) 

Time commitments: 
• One full day of group time every week (Friday, 9:30am-5pm) at the St. John’s 

offices. 
• Participation in a significant ministry role. Times will vary depending on the role. 

o Examples: Life Group Leader, Ministry Coordinator, Local Chaplain, Aged 
Care Helper, Coach, Mission Initiative Leader. 

• Fortnightly coaching meeting – 60-90 minutes (time organised between you and 
your coach). 

• Two Conferences/Mission Trips during the year (details TBC, there would be no 
group meeting those weeks). 

 

 

Study Commitments: Six subjects from the Ridley College Certificate. 



Bible Overview Discover the whole message of the Bible. 

Gospel & Life 

Hear what Jesus has to say about what it means to be his 
disciple. 

Understanding your 
Bible 

Learn how to read and understand the Bible. 

Knowing God 

Uncover what and why Christians believe and the 
difference it makes. 

Electives x2 Decided during the year. 

 
If you would like to get the Certificate of Bible Ministry (10 subjects) or Advanced 
Certificate of Bible Ministry (12 subjects) you can complete those in your own time. 

Example of an average group day: 
• 9:30am Group bible reading and discussion 
• 10am Quiet time 
• 10:30am Leadership Development with a guest or St. John’s staff member 
• 12:30 Long lunch together in Diamond Creek 
• 2pm Personal Study time/Ministry Prep/Coaching 
• 3:30 Video based curriculum 

How does finance work in the Leadership Training Program? 
Leadership Training Program members are unpaid but also don’t pay for the program. 
As a reward for your time-sacrifice the church covers the costs of your study as well as 
the program and extra expenses you might face as part of your ministry role (e.g. 
conference fees). There is one cost to be aware of: we’ll go out for lunch together 
sometimes and you’ll have to buy that yourself (estimated at $10-$25). 

How to apply 
The process consists of an application form, reference checks and an interview. After the 
interview you will either be accepted into the program or contacted as to why your 
application has been declined.  

Applications close January 22nd at 5pm. You can access the application form at 
stjohnsdc.info 

The contact person is Kirk Mackenzie. 

e: kirk@stjohnsdc.org.au 

w: (03) 9438 1264 

https://www.ridley.edu.au/ridley-certificate/subjects/bible-overview/
https://www.ridley.edu.au/ridley-certificate/subjects/gospel-life/
https://www.ridley.edu.au/ridley-certificate/subjects/understanding-bible/
https://www.ridley.edu.au/ridley-certificate/subjects/understanding-bible/
https://www.ridley.edu.au/ridley-certificate/subjects/knowing-god/
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